
Covid-19 Statement 

Update: 24th March 2020 

We have now taken the decision to close the church office with immediate effect 
for the next three weeks, at which point we will review the situation and comply 
with any further direction from the government. 

In the meantime, staff will continue to work from home, and we will make every 
effort to stay digitally connected as a church during this challenging season. We 
will still be able to access and answer the church office email, but no one will be 
in the office to answer the phone.  

Our worship leaders will be recording sets of worship from their own homes which 
we will post on the Ruwach Facebook page at 10am each Sunday, with a live-
streamed sermon following on Facebook Live at 11am. These sermons will also be 
recorded and added to the Media section of the church website by the following 
day. You can catch up with last week’s message (and sermons dating back all the 
way to 2018) here as well.  

Please do stay connected to the Ruwach Facebook page as this is the easiest place 
for us to post videos and messages that will help us to stay in touch with each 
other at this time. If you are not a member of Facebook, there is a link on the 
‘Coronavirus’ page of the website which will take you to our homepage. A popup 
screen will appear inviting you to sign up; if you don’t want to do this, click the 
button at the bottom of the popup which says ‘Not now’ and you will still be able 
to access the content on the page.   

If you need to contact the church during this time, please do so using the email 
address office@ruwach.org.uk 

Statement: Wednesday 18th March 2020 

Following the latest guidance from the government, we have made the difficult 
decision to suspend all church meetings (including Sunday services, life groups, 
Alpha, youth groups and corporate prayer meetings) indefinitely. Covid-19, and the 
way that the world is responding to it, is an unprecedented situation which is 
throwing up unforeseen challenges but also opportunities to redefine our 
perspective on what the church is all about. Meeting together is important and not 
being able to do so in this season is difficult, but the church is not a building, nor 
is it meetings or programmed events – we are the church and our purpose is to 
advance the Kingdom of God.  

We have an opportunity to care for each other – we may not be able to meet in 
person, but in a digital age we have lots of ways in which we can stay connected. 
We encourage you to stay connected with those in your life group and with others 
in the church through texts, calls and video chats. If you are not connected to a 
life group but would like to be, or would simply value having others in the church 

https://www.ruwach.org.uk/media
mailto:office@ruwach.org.uk


to connect with during this time, please contact the church office at 
office@ruwach.org.uk or phone on 01444 459025 and we will be able to help you 
with this.  

Whilst we may not be able to come together for corporate times of celebration, 
we intend to keep up our preaching every Sunday and this will be live-streamed 
using Facebook Live. Tune in on the Ruwach Facebook page at 11am on Sunday 22nd 
March to hear Jess wrap up our sermon series on the book of Nehemiah! We will 
also be looking at ways in which we can live stream times of praise and worship 
together as well, so like and follow our Facebook page if you haven’t done so 
already to stay up to date with all the latest information – we will be posting 
regularly with lots of resources and ideas of ways in which we can all stay 
connected. 

We also have a unique opportunity right now to share the hope we have in Christ 
with those that are facing this situation without having faith in Him. We encourage 
you to be on the lookout for ways in which you can practically serve those around 
you and to be ready to have conversations where you can give the reason for the 
hope that you have in you. 

For the time being, the church office will remain open during its usual hours of 
9am-3pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. If you need anything or have any 
questions, please try there first or contact either your life group leader or a 
member of the eldership team. In the meantime, we encourage you to stay up to 
date with government guidance, wash your hands well and often and keep on 
reading Psalm 91! 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-
response 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+91&version=ESV
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